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* SHOCKING SUICIDE AT PENAL

A most melancholy instance of self-destru
carred at Penalt on the morning of Friday 1
created a sensation not ooly in that village, |
this town, the unfortunate victim being the

M:. James| Embry,| butcher, a very old int
Monmouth,

The whole facts in councction with the depl
will be found narrated in the evidence addac
inquest, which renders it unnecessary for u
them. Oa Monday last, an inquiry was he
Wheatsheaf, Penalt, before the deputy coroner
dall Williamson, Bsq., and a jury, of whom M
Rosser, of the Church Farm, was appointe:
After the jury had viewed the body, which
room where the awful transaction occurred,
presented a shocking spectacle, they were ad
the coroner, who requested they wounld dismiss




Mary Embry,/ the widow of the deceased,
posed—My husband resided in the parish
 between thirty and forty years, occapying th
which I now live for the last fourteen' years.
married in 1811. He was a carpenter by t
'was as sane as other people when we were
but for the last ten years or so, I have notice
in his manner, and considered his mind wa
‘About ten years since he was at work at C
Mr. Thomas Watkins, of Monmoath, and was
a dog through the trousers and boot. He
the week, however, without taking any notic
on his return home the next Saturday night, |
the leg of his trousers, which was covered v
He went to work at Camston again on the
Moaoday morning. The farmer’s wife then tol
the dog which had bitten him was mad, at wh
terrified out of his life, and the same day-
after he had received the bite—he was dipped

Passaga. Ever since. whanever he had a dros

During the last five or six months he appe:
and, in consequence, I have been obliged
watchful over him. He frequently exclaim
bite of the dog had rendered hiin a lost man.

The Coroner—It isstated that he had one g
ness as to thinking he was going to a bad |
he died. Is thatso?

Witness—A hundred people might think th:
was always very religious, and used to read
and was a very good husband. He never did
| to any one.

The Coroner—Did he never say to you that

not go to heaven ?

Witness—I never heard him say so. He
‘saying religious prayers. There was not «
parish had such a head as he bad for Scrij
could find out and speak upon any chapter.
larly attended Charch.

The Coroner—Did you observe angthing p
strange in his condact on Thursday.




door shut as I had left it. When I entered the
could not see him. Thinking he might b«
looking for a book, I went to the foot of the:
called bim, but received no answer. I then o
parlour door, and found him lving on his back
'throat dreadfally cut, and the blood fic
each side of his neck from the wou
neckerchief, coat, and waistcoat had been take
placed on a chair at his feet. An opened razo
' with blood, was on a chair near his right side.
produced.| That is the razor. I did not see |
himself that morning. He was in the habit ¢
himself about once a fortnight, and did so a 1
viously to Friday last. When he shaved I was
with him. When he was about to shave, he
' remarked—*‘ I .hope the Lord will have mercy
that I may do it tidy;” and when he had i
“ Thank the Lord I have done it tidy and com
He was quite dead, and I did oot think it an
call a medical man. I called Hannah Wat

work, during the last eighteen months. He v
tended by any medical man, but was a pat
Dispensary, whence he received some medicir
was in a low way; but the doctor said it
| taking medicine—medicine would do him no g
was so particularly religious, that I never ha
he would do any harm, either to himself or
else: His brother at one time said he ought
fined, but I would not allow him to be so, nei
he hear of it. I never spoke to the overseers
I never heard anything about bis attemptii
himself.

Hannah Watkins, wife of Thomas Watkins
deposed that she lived about 150 yards fro
witness, and that she was called in and fou
ceased in the position stated by her. Witness
tinued—I have known the deceased for the
years. He was a good neighbour. For the
months, I have observed a great difference i
thought him deranzed at times. hat naver ear




Gl EBUBE LT JULE 1 8k LTS,
! By the Foreman—I beard of his attemptin
himself.

To the Coroner—It was about two months
told me he was tempted by the tempter to do
went out to do so, but the Almighty had sp
The overseers might have heard of it, but I do

Selina Hudson, wife of Joseph Hadson, !
stated - I have known the deceased from my
and have been living in the next cottage to |
100 yards distant, for the last two years. F
six mouths, I noticed him to be very strange,
cularly during the last three, and considered |
deranged. I was in the habit of going to see
day. About two or three months, I called in
ing, and inquired how he was. He replied—*
middling. I have been committing a very gr
took a blood cord belonging to my son off th
ran along the orchard with it, and through the

 the upper orchard. I took off my neckerchi
bimself a very t sinner for doing such a t
said the cow followed him into the upper orcha
very loudly, but he was not five minutes goi
feit so light on his feet. His son Henry went
and met him coming back with the cord in
The wife and sons of the deceased have treatec
Mrs. Embry was present when deceased told
his attempting to hang himself.

Mrs. Embry was then recalled, and, in ans
Coroner, said the reason why she allowed the t
main in the clothes he had on at the time of
was because it was all clean, and she did not li
the corpse pulled about.

The ner explained to the Jury that b
question to satisfy them of the absardity ¢
rumours which had ‘been propagated

The Coroner (to Mrs. Embry)—Yoa stated
heard ‘your 'husband say he hed ‘attempted
himself. Do you remember being present wl
Qalina Hndann that ha did an in tha archawd ?




SO SEN Sassare )

The Coroner then sald if the Jury wishe
Giles calléed before them, he ghould be exam
there did rnot appear to be any occasion fo!
as searcely any doubt cduld ‘exist that the
when discovered, was ‘quité dead.—The learr
man then proceeded to place before the Jury,
conciseness, the evidence which had been a
doing which 'be observed that it appeared
unfortunate’deceased had been'labouring und
ous monomanis, which of all species of ma
the worst, for the viétims of it generally fa:
shotld éome to some untimely end. He 1
offéring up prayers'; ‘and the ‘rémarks he m
dud after shaving' were €xtraordinary, and’|
sane man would utter; ‘ulthoogh ‘his’wife told

i
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his “beiog “1ight en his féet, wore additiona
of the deranged state of his mind., As to

off his clothing, it was patent that lan
wished to deprive themselves of life, were as.
the means they adopted for doing it effectu:
sane person could be. - Very great doubts e
whether a person who was in his right mind w
mit suicide,—indeed, the.general opinion w
to the supposition that any sane individual w
away with his life. If the Jury were satisfl
poor maan inflicted the wound upon himself, a
died from the effects of such wound, the evid
ample to enable them to arrive at such o
their next point would be to inquire in wl
‘mind he was at the time the act was commi
having beforc attempted to destroy himsel
strange conduct previously to his antim
were proofs that his mind was affected. S
since, it appeared, he had been bitten by ¢



| Fecoverea mim ; although there was & gre
Iimngln‘ntinn. and he might have been bene
time. He seemed to have been attended by
man, who, however, remarked that all the n
| the world would be no good to him. Perl
little blame attached to the authorities of the
though, perhaps, in the rural districts they
tend so strictly to those matters as in town
‘'man in & town, such as Monmouth, for in
tempted to destroy his life, and exhibited sy
derangement, it would have been necessary
the overseers, who, with the aid of the magu
the certificate of a medical man, would have
the individual to a lunatic asylam. The v
deceased and the other two witnesses statec
did not consider the deceased dangerous to his
anybody else ; and the former, said she wish
him at home because she considered it her da
she considered her children and herself could
of and pay every attention to him. 8till, it v
been preferable had he been placed nnder so!

state of temporary insanity.

,'The Jury immediately returned a verdic
effect.

The Coroner—I still think it was a gre:
poor man was not seen to by the overseers,
been the case, he might have been alive now.

- A Juryman—lHle begged very hard of the auth
to be sent to the asylum. His brother James
been very good to him, wished him to go,.
cart to take him there, but he would not
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